Reynolds, et al. v. Florida PSC Summary 

Reynolds, et al. v. Florida Public Service Commission is a youth-led constitutional climate change case brought by six Miami-Dade County residents against the Florida Public Service Commission (PSC). The case challenges the PSC’s systematic annual approval of electric utility long-term energy planning documents (known as 10-Year Site Plans), which plaintiffs allege commits Florida’s electricity sector to reliance on fossil fuels, leading to nationally and globally significant amounts of GHG emissions and exacerbating climate change and its detrimental effects on their lives and wellbeing. 

Key Issues in the case:
1. Violation of Constitutional Rights: The plaintiffs assert that the PSC's approval of fossil fuel-dependent energy plans causes and contributes to the dangerous climate change impacts occurring in Miami-Dade County and infringes upon their rights to life and to enjoy and defend life, as guaranteed by Article I, Sections 2 and 9 of the Florida Constitution.
2. PSC's Role in Energy Planning: The complaint challenges the PSC's determinations that the 10-Year Site Plans of Florida’s electric utilities are "suitable" under § 186.801(2), Fla. Stat., despite fact that Plans perpetuate dependence on fossil fuels and contribute to climate change and associated harms.
3. Impact on Vulnerable Populations: The complaint emphasizes that children and young people are uniquely vulnerable to the consequences of climate change, which disproportionately harms their health, safety, and overall well-being.
4. Impact to Miami-Dade County: The plaintiffs filed their case in Miami-Dade County – “ground zero” for climate change in Florida and the U.S. – and will fight to keep the case in Miami-Dade County circuit court, emphasizing the county’s significant vulnerabilities to a range of climate change impacts including extreme heat, sea level rise, and storm-related flooding.
5. Request for Declaratory Relief: The plaintiffs seek a declaratory judgment that the PSC's conduct violates their constitutional rights, aiming to compel the Commission to align its energy planning approvals with the necessity of addressing climate change and protecting public health and safety.

This case underscores the tension between state energy policies and constitutional rights in the context of escalating climate change impacts, particularly on younger generations in highly vulnerable regions like Miami-Dade County. The case was dismissed with prejudice by the Florida Second Judicial Circuit Court (Hon. Angela C. Dempsey) on January 16, 2026, and is now on appeal to the Florida First District Court of Appeal. 

Under the current appeal timeline, Appellants’ initial brief is due April 27, and amicus briefs in support of Appellants are due May 7. The key issues on appeal will be political question doctrine, separation of powers, and standing (causation & redressability).



