
 

THE THIRTY-THIRD CONGRESS OF GRADUATE STUDENTS 
Calendar: January 26, 2026 
Location:  
Time: 6:00 PM 
Submit Public Comment Here 

 

 Call to Order  

 Pledge of Allegiance  

 Roll Call  

 Reading and Approval of the Minutes  
 • COGS Meeting 01/12/2026 Minutes 

 Petitions into the Assembly  
 • Julia Henry — College of Social Work Seat 1  

 • Terence Asitibasi — At Large Seat 6 

 Special Introductions and Student Comments  

 Messages from Student Government  

 Report from the Office of Governmental Affairs  

 Report of Officers  
 • Report of the Speaker 

 • Report of the Deputy Speaker for Finance 

 • COGS Financial Report 01-26-26 

 • Report of the Deputy Speaker for Communications 

 • Report of the Deputy Speaker for Judicial Affairs 

 • Report of the Deputy Speaker for Advocacy 

 Advisor Announcements  

 Committee Report  
 • Internal Affairs 

 • Student Advocacy 
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 • Outreach 

 Funding Requests  
 • Bill #4: MSC Funding Allocation Bill 

 • Bill #5: Multicultural Marketing Student Association Allocation 

 Unfinished Business  

 New Business  

 Round Table  

 Closing Announcements  

 Adjournment  
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THE THIRTY-THIRD CONGRESS OF GRADUATE STUDENTS 
FLORIDA STATE UNIVERSITY STUDENT GOVERNMENT ASSOCIATION 

MEETING MINUTES 
Date: January 12, 2026 at 6:30 PM 

Location: Senate Chambers  

 Call to Order   
  The Call to order was issued at 6:42 pm. A moment of silence was observed 

for the passing of Preet Harsoda. 

 Pledge of Allegiance   
  Speaker Medarev led the  

 Roll Call   
  Roll call was held, and quorum was verified. 

 Reading and Approval of the Minutes   
  Motion to approve COGS Meeting 12/01/2025 Minutes by Deputy Speaker 

Stokes  
Deputy Speaker Serrone made a second to the motion.  
No objections to the motion  
Motion to approve the 12/01/25 meeting minutes is approved 

 • COGS Meeting 12/01/2025 Minutes 
 
 ■  

 Petitions into the Assembly   
  

Daniel George: A first-year medical student from Jacksonville, Florida, who 
completed undergraduate studies at the University of Central Florida. While 
not actively involved in Student Government Association during 
undergraduate studies, the candidate volunteered extensively with unhoused 
communities, served as a teaching assistant, and worked as a peer tutor. 
They shared a strong passion for uplifting and educating others and 
expressed interest in personal and professional growth through this 
experience. 

Isabella Gray: Originally from Mississippi and currently a student at the 
University of Florida. Isabella is involved in Dance Marathon and has served 
on the UF Senate. She shared an interest in becoming involved with MSC and 
expressed enthusiasm about learning and contributing. 

General Questions 

Representative Stokes: What are your committee preferences? 
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Candidate George expressed willingness to step into roles where needed, but 
was heavily interested in Student advocacy or Outreach. 

Candidate Gray expressed willingness to step into roles where needed, but 
was heavily interested in Internal Affairs or Outreach. 

Speaker Mederev: Are you both available on Monday Evenings? 

• Both candidates confirmed availability on Monday evenings. 

 

Deputy Speaker Serrone: What work did you do with the unhoused 
community? 

• Candidate George described involvement with SALT, assisting in 
multiple capacities, with a primary focus on maintaining and cleaning 
shower facilities for unhoused individuals. 

 
Period of Pro 

• Deputy Speaker Lanane: General support expressed for both 
candidates. 

• Deputy Speaker Serrone: Noted that there are two available seats 
and expressed that both candidates would be a strong fit. 

• Representative Hussain highlighted the candidate gray greater 
experience with student leadership roles and acknowledged that it 
would be beneficial to the Congress of Graduate Students. 

 
Voting Results 

Daniel 

• Yes: 14 

• No: 0 

• Abstentions: 0 

Isabella: 

• Yes: 14 

• No: 0 
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• Abstentions: 0 

 
  

 •  Daniel P George- College of Medicine Seat 1 
 
 ■  
 • Isabella Gray- College of Medicine Seat 2 
 
 ■  

 Special Introductions and Student Comments   
  There were no Special Introductions and Student Comments made. 

  

 Messages from Student Government   
  No Messages from the Student Government were made.  

  

 Report from the Office of Governmental Affairs   
  No reports from the Office of Governmental Affairs were made.  

  

 Report of Officers   
   

 • Report of the Speaker 
 
 ■ It was noted that the presenter was absent due to the holiday period. An 

update was shared regarding a Graduate Student Orientation session 
focused on explaining the role and responsibilities of COGS. The presenter 
shared that additional orientation sessions are upcoming and expressed 
interest in receiving feedback to strengthen future presentations. 

 • Report of the Deputy Speaker for Finance 
 
 ■ Discussed the COGS Financial Report attached to the meeting  
 • COGS Financial Report 01/12/26 
 
 ■  
 • Report of the Deputy Speaker for Communications 
 
 ■ 

The creation of a content calendar was discussed to support coordinated 
communication efforts. It was noted that promotional videos are currently in 
development to enhance outreach and visibility. Plans were shared 
regarding tabling at Market Wednesday as part of ongoing promotional 
initiatives. 
 

 • Report of the Deputy Speaker for Judicial Affairs 
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 ■ No report was made  
 • Report of the Deputy Speaker for Advocacy 
 
 ■ No report was made 

 Advisor Announcements   
  

Members were reminded that Inauguration will take place tomorrow. 
Attendance was encouraged, and all members were invited to participate. 
 

 Committee Report   
   

 • Internal Affairs 
 
 ■ There was no news to report as they had not met at this time  
 • Student Advocacy 
 
 ■ There was no news to report as they had not met at this time  
 • Outreach 
 
 ■ There was no news to report as they had not met at this time  

 Funding Requests   
  None  

 Unfinished Business   
  None  

 New Business   
  None 

 Round Table   
  A motion to waive the round table was made by Representative Hussain  

A second to the motion was made by Representative Shostack. 
No objections were made.  
The round table was waived  

 Closing Announcements   
  No closing announcements were made.  

 Adjournment   
  The Congress was adjourned at 7:10 pm.  

[MIN_FOOT] 
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COGS Financial Report, Fiscal Year 2025-2026 as of December 1st, 2025 
 

 

 

 

 

ACCOUNT ALLOCATION 
AMOUNT DESCRIPTION AVAILABLE 

Reserves $92,787 For RSO funding requests at 
COGS meetings $68,159 

PRESENTATION 
GRANTS (Jul-Oct) $110,000 

Presentation Grant balance 
for the July-October funding 

period 
$9,232 

PRESENTATION 
GRANTS (Nov-Feb) $110,000 

Presentation Grant balance 
for the November-February 

funding period 
$509 

ATTENDANCE 
GRANTS (Jul-Oct) $20,000 

Attendance Grant balance 
for the July-October funding 

period 
$7,447 

ATTENDANCE 
GRANTS (Nov-Feb) $20,000 

Attendance Grant balance 
for the November-February 

funding period 
$12,826 
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34th Congress of Graduate Students 
Legislation Cover Sheet 

 
COGS Bill/Resolution #: 4 

 
Sponsor(s): Representatives Gray & George 

 
 
Short Title: An Act Allocating MSC Funds for the Spring 2026 Semester.Semester. 

Summary of Legislation:  
This bill allocates funds to student organizations within the College of Medicine and provides 
funds for the Medical Student Council (MSC) expense account. The total allocation is 
$39,216.59.7. 

Background Information:  

Each year, through the annual budget process, the Congress allocates funds to the Medical 
Student Council (MSC) for distribution to student organizations within the College of Medicine. 
Pursuant to governance reforms, MSC is required to allocate its annual funding on a 
semesterly basis. 

As part of the budget process, MSC holds an initial informational session with student 
organizations to review the semester budget process and answer questions. Student 
organizations are then provided a designated period to submit budget requests to MSC. These 
requests are reviewed during an MSC meeting, during which Round One cuts are made to 
reduce the overall requested amount. 

Following the Round One cuts, student organizations are given an opportunity to appeal and 
provide additional justification for increased funding. MSC reviews these appeals and 
incorporates them into the final allocation decisions. 

The finalized allocations are transmitted to the COGS Speaker, who collaborates with 
representatives from the College of Medicine to draft a budget bill reflecting MSC’s funding 
decisions. Typically, a representative from the College of Medicine serves as the bill sponsor. 

The Congress retains final authority over the allocations made by MSC, subject to veto by the 
university president or their designee, and may amend or reject the allocations as it deems 
appropriate. 
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Effect of Proposed Legislation:  
Passage of this bill allocates $39,216.59 from the Medical Student Council to the Council and 
to College of Medicine student organizations. 

Attachment(s): 
• Attachment #1: Proposed Bill 
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COGS Bill #: 4 
 

Sponsor(s): Representatives Gray & George  
 

AN ACT 
Allocating MSC Funds for the Spring 2026 Semester 

 

1 Be it enacted by the 34th Congress of Graduate Students at Florida State University that: 

2 Section 1. Allocation of MSC Funds. 

3 The Congress hereby approves the following allocations from the Medical School Council for the 
4 Spring 2026 semester to the following organizations in the following categories: 

MSC Spring 2026 Budget 

Allocation: $39,216.59 
Organization Cont. Serv Expense Food Clothing 

& Awards Total 

                  
MSC Administration           

MSC Unallocated $0 $5,189.89 $0 $0 $5189.89 
MSC Administration 

Total $0  $0 $0 $0 $0 
            

MSC Student 
Organizations Cont. Serv Expense Food Clothing 

& Awards      Total 
Anesthesiology 
Interest Group $0 $700 $600 $218.48 $1518.48 

American Medical 
Association $0 $0 $500 $279.07 $779.07 

American Medical 
Student Association $0 $0 $650 $496.80 $1146.80 
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American Medical 

Women's Association $800.00 $0 $650 $103.92 $1553.92 
Asian Pacific 

American Medical 
Student Association $0 $0 $600 $492.91 $1092.91 

Business and 
Medicine $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 

Biomedical Sciences 
Graduate Student 

Association $400 $100 $1685.70 $0 $2185.70 
Cardiology Interest 

Group $0 $0 $50.26 $500 $550.26 
Christian Medical 

Association $0 $0 $1795.56 $0 $1795.56 
Dermatology Interest 

Group $0 $200 $350.90 $500 $1050.90 
Emergency Medicine 

Interest Group $0 $400 $617.54 $500 $1517.54 
Family Medicine 

Interest Group $0 $100 $351.70 $0 $451.70 
Florida Rural Health 

Association $0 $150 $228.90 $500 $878.90 
FSU Cares $0 $0 $349 $0 $349 

Geriatrics Interest 
Group $0 $436.95 $0 $0 $436.95 

Humanities and 
Medicine $0 $400 $450 $174.70 $1024.70 

Internal Medicine 
Interest Group 

$0 $0 $1118.63 $500 $1618.63 
           
       

Latino Medical 
Student Association $0 $0 $1200 $461.60 $1661.60 
Military and Veteran 

Medicine Interest 
Group $0 $700 $212.48 $0 $912.48 

Nutrition, Exercise, 
and Wellness 
Organization $0 $0 $967.50 $500 $1467.50 

Obstetrics and 
Gynecology Interest 

Group $0 $0 $200 $0 $200 
Ophthalmology 
Interest Group $0 $0 $249.05 $0 $249.05 

Pediatrics Interest 
group $0 $265.62 $0 $500 $765.62 
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PRIDE in Healthcare $0 $103 $0 $0 $103 
Psychiatry Student 

Interest Group $0 $0 $558.61 $500 $1058.61 
Radiology interest 

group $0 $0 $699 $0 $699 
Research Interest 

group $0 $0 $331 $0 $331 
Student Academy of 

American Academy of 
Physician Assistants $600 $0 $1027.83 $0 $1627.83 

Surgery Interest 
Group $0 $548.75 $1950 $500 $2998.75 

Student Interested in 
Global Health 

$0 $0 $716.03 $500 $1216.03 
Student Interest 

Group in Neurology $0 $0 $300 $327 $627.00 
Student National 

Medical Association $0 $400 $221.21 $600 $1221.21 
Terminal Medical 

Ethics $0 $0 $437 $500 $937 
Wilderness Medical 

Society $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 
Student 
Organization Total $1800 $4504.32 $19,067.9 $8,654.48 $34026.70 

                 
Total $1800 $9694.21 $19,067.9 $8,654.48 $39216.59 

5 Section 2. Authorization for Off-Campus Events. 

6 The organizations funded in this act are authorized to hold all off-campus events budgeted by the 
7 Medical School Council. 

8 Section 3. Effective Date. 

9 The provisions of this bill shall take effect upon becoming law. 

DONE AND PASSED by the 34th Congress of Graduate Students at Florida State University this DAY of 
MONTH, YEAR. 
 
FLOOR VOTE: Deputy Speaker to Add Vote Count 
 
COMMITTEE REFERENCES AND DATES OF PASSAGE:  

• Deputy Speaker to Add Committee References and Dates of Passage 
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By:  _____________________________ 
Steven Medarev 
Speaker, 34th COGS 

 
Date: _____________________________ 

 
By:  _____________________________ 

Joseph Serrone 
 Deputy Speaker for Finance 
 
Date: _____________________________ 
 

 
 
 
By:  _____________________________ 

Dr. Amy Hecht 
Vice President for Student Affairs 

 
Date: _____________________________ 
 

 
 
 
By:  _____________________________ 

Tanner McKinley 
 COGS Advisor 
 
Date: _____________________________ 
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34th Congress of Graduate Students 
Legislation Cover Sheet 

 
COGS Bill #: 5 

 
Sponsor(s): Deputy Speaker Baez 

 
 
Short Title: MMSA: Pathways to Success will be held on February 17 at 6:30 PM on Florida State 
University’s Tallahassee campus. Hosted by the Multicultural Marketing Student Association (MMSA), 
this professional development event is designed to support undergraduate and graduate students 
interested in multicultural marketing, career readiness, and professional growth. MMSA is directly 
affiliated with the Center for Hispanic Marketing Communication and upholds its motto, “Connecting 
Cultures, Building Futures.” 

Summary of Legislation:  
This bill would provide funding to support MMSA: Pathways to Success, an on-campus 
professional development event offering resume reviews, interview preparation, and professional 
headshots. Funding will be used to cover event-related expenses that ensure students have access 
to high-quality career readiness resources in a supportive and inclusive environment. 

Background Information:  

MMSA is an active student organization with 117 members and is dedicated to equipping its diverse 
membership with meaningful experiences, robust professional networks, and practical tools essential for 
long-term success. The organization connects Florida State University students, alumni, and professional 
development programs to foster impactful relationships that support students’ academic and professional 
journeys. 

MMSA: Pathways to Success is a hands-on career readiness event expected to serve approximately 50 
students. In a competitive job market where employers increasingly value polished, confident, and 
career-ready candidates, this event provides timely and practical support. Participants will receive 
individualized feedback on resumes, guidance on interview preparation, and access to professional 
headshots to strengthen their personal brand. 

The event is free and open to all FSU students, ensuring equitable access regardless of financial 
background. Promotion will occur through Nole Central, email outreach, Canvas announcements, 
and in-class announcements by affiliated faculty and teaching assistants, allowing MMSA to reach 
a broad and diverse student audience across disciplines.  
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Effect of Proposed Legislation:  
Approval of this legislation will allocate funding to MMSA to support the successful 
implementation of MMSA: Pathways to Success. Providing these resources will allow students to 
walk away with stronger resumes, sharper interview skills, and a professional headshot—tools 
that directly enhance employability and confidence. Funding this event aligns with MMSA’s 
mission to connect cultures, build futures, and support student success through accessible, high-
impact professional development programming. 
 

Attachment(s): 
• Attachment #1: Proposed Bill 
• Attachment #2: Quotes 
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FLORIDA STATE UNIVERSITY
CONGRESS OF GRADUATE STUDENTS

Florida State University, New Student Union Room 3251, Tallahassee, FL, 32304
Telephone 850-644-1811 | Fax 850-644-0814 | http://sga.fsu.edu/

Allocation, Revision, or Transfer 
 

34th Congress of Graduate Students 
 
 

Bill #: 5 
 

Sponsored by: Deputy Speaker Baez 
 

Date: January 26, 2026 
 

 
Amount: $2,488 
 
From (account name): COGS Unallocated 
 
To (account name): Multicultural Marketing Student Association 
 
Title: MMSA: Pathways to Success Allocation 
 
Itemized Expenditures: 
 

Quantity Description Unit Price 
1 Digital Camera $1198.00 
1 Studio Lights $60 
1 Camera Stand $30 

300 Stickers  $1.15 
200 Notebooks $1.68 

1 Habana’s Catering for roughly 50 graduate and 
undergraduate students.  $519 

                                             Total: $2488 
 
 

By:  _____________________________ 
Steven Medarev 
Speaker, 34th COGS 

 
Date: _____________________________ 

 
By:  _____________________________ 

Joseph Serrano 
 Deputy Speaker for Finance 
 
Date: _____________________________ 
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FLORIDA STATE UNIVERSITY
CONGRESS OF GRADUATE STUDENTS

Florida State University, New Student Union Room 3251, Tallahassee, FL, 32304
Telephone 850-644-1811 | Fax 850-644-0814 | http://sga.fsu.edu/

 
 
 
By:  _____________________________ 

Dr. Amy Hecht 
Vice President for Student Affairs 

 
Date: _____________________________ 
 

 
 
 
By:  _____________________________ 

Tanner McKinley 
 COGS Advisor 
 
Date: _____________________________ 
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