FLORIDA STATE UNIVERSITY
CONGRESS OF GRADUATE STUDENTS

THIRTY-SECOND CONGRESS OF GRADUATE STUDENTS
Assembly Meeting
October 7, 2024
6:30pm
Agenda 
Call to Order: 
Pledge of Allegiance: 
Roll Call: 
Reading and approval of the Minutes: 
Petitions into the Assembly:   
Special Introductions and Student Comments:  
	The Garnet and Gold Voting Commission is hosting a Block Party for Change 	event on 10/23 from 3p - 6p at the union green.
Messages from Student Government: 
Report from the Office of Governmental Affairs: 
Report of Officers:
· Report of the Speaker: 
· Report of the Deputy Speaker for Finance: 
· Report of the Deputy Speaker for Communications: 
· Report of the Deputy Speaker for Judicial Affairs: 
· Advisor Announcements: 
Committee Introductions and Reports:
· Internal Affairs: 
· Student Advocacy: 
· Student Affairs: 
Funding Requests: 
	Bill #49: Indian Students’ Association of Tallahassee
Unfinished Business:    
	Continuation of Retreat Discussions
New Business: 
Round Table: 
Adjournment: 
Next Meeting: October 21, 2024 at 6:30pm in the Senate Chambers






COGS Financial Report, Fiscal Year 2024-2025 as of October 4th, 2024*
	ACCOUNT
	ALLOCATION AMOUNT
	DESCRIPTION
	AVAILABLE

	UNALLOCATED

	$51,942
	For RSO funding requests at COGS meetings
	$48,765

	LSC
	$100,000
	Funding allocations from Law School Council to Law School Student Organizations (as of September 9th)*
	$94,546

	MSC
	$110,000
	Funding allocations from Medical School Council to Medical School Student Organizations (as of September 9th)*
	$106,657

	PRESENTATION GRANTS (Jul-Oct)
	$100,000
	Presentation Grant balance for the July-October funding period
	$21,958

	PRESENTATION GRANTS (Nov-Feb)
	$100,000
	Presentation Grant balance for the November-February funding period
	$100,000

	PRESENTATION GRANTS (Mar-Jun)
	$100,000
	Presentation Grant balance for the March-June funding period
	$100,000

	ATTENDANCE GRANTS (Jul-Oct)
	$24,000
	Attendance Grant balance for the July-October funding period
	$12,660

	ATTENDANCE GRANTS (Nov-Feb)
	$24,000
	Attendance Grant balance for the November-February funding period
	$24,000

	ATTENDANCE GRANTS (Mar-Jun)
	$24,000
	Attendance Grant balance for the March-June funding period
	$24,000



 



FLORIDA STATE UNIVERSITY
CONGRESS OF GRADUATE STUDENTS

Allocation, Revision, or Transfer

32nd Congress of Graduate Students


Bill #: 49

Sponsored by: Emily Beavon

Date: 10/7/24


Amount: $5,146

From (account name): COGS Unallocated

To (account name): Indian Students’ Association of Tallahassee (INSAT)

Purpose & Description: Diwali, also known as the Festival of Lights, is one of the most significant Hindu festivals celebrated across India and by Indian communities worldwide. INSAT plans to celebrate Diwali by hosting an afternoon filled with cultural performances, showcasing vibrant Indian dance and music. They’ll also offer a feast featuring authentic Indian food from Persis Indian Grill, giving everyone a chance to experience the rich culinary traditions of India. It's an opportunity for both Indian and non-Indian students to come together, share in the festivities, and learn more about Indian culture. The event will take place at Moore Auditorium on November 2nd, 2024 from 12-4pm. Estimated 400 people in attendance. The organization has 482 active members. The event will be advertised via Groupme, Instagram, Facebook, and Nole Central. The organization plans to invite other allied RSOs to help promote the event as well. It is free and open to all FSU students.



Itemized Expenditures: 

	Quantity
	Description
	Unit Price
	Total

	5
	Cutlery Plates
	19.49
	97.45

	10
	Cutlery Spoons
	3.97
	39.70

	2
	Cutlery Napkins
	7.09
	14.18

	1
	Trash Bags
	9.57
	9.57

	1
	Raffle Ticket Rolls
	14.99
	14.99

	1
	Chocolates
	13.29
	13.29

	270
	Water
	1.47
	396.80


											Total: $586
							                                  


Itemized Expenditures: Food

	Quantity
	Description
	Unit Price
	Total

	6
	Chicken Tikka Masala – Full Deep Trays
	159.99
	959.94

	13
	Gobi Manchurian – Full Deep Trays
	119.99
	1,559.87

	7
	Paneer Tikka Masala – Full Deep Trays
	149.99
	1,049.93

	13
	Persis Vegetable Peas Pulao – Full Deep Trays
	79.99
	1,039.87

	800
	Jelabi
	1.00
	800



Total: $5,409.61 - $850 discount: $4,559.61
Combined Total of Food + Other Expenses: $5,145.59
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FLORIDA STATE UNIVERSITY
CONGRESS OF GRADUATE STUDENTS

THIRTY-SECOND CONGRESS OF GRADUATE STUDENTS
Assembly Meeting
September 23, 2024
6:30pm
Minutes 
Call to Order: 6:43pm 
Pledge of Allegiance: Fermin
Roll Call: Present: Aboulhosn, Alam, Alleyne, Balak, Balogun, Bethke, Beavon, Chau, Ebuara, Fermin, Greenwood, Hussain, Maxey, McCraney, Medarev, Rowan, Sabbagh, Stokes, Torres, Vaughn
Absent Excused: Nord, Pakdehi, Schumm, Strickland
Absent Unexcused: Siegel, Solmaz
Reading and approval of the Minutes: Fermin; 2nd - Balogun 
Petitions into the Assembly:   
	Noah Baez - EHHS Seat 1
I am pursing a MA degree in Higher Education. I've had involvement while a Senator and RA during my undergraduate degree here at FSU. My motivation to serve is from the belief that every student deserves a voice in concerns they have. With my criminology background, I have an understanding of issues facing students and I want to create an inclusive environment. I want to work to enhance academic resources and look for gaps in resources. I want to ensure we have tools for student success. I also feel strongly about mental health and want to work to promote tools to help with this. I am committed to dedicating my time to this role. I plan to engage in open forum where students can talk to me. I am committed to enhancing our college experience. 
	Eden Punch - Law Seat 2
I am from Ontario, Canada, and I am a first year law student here at FSU. Why I want to be a part of cogs: opportunity and community. When I was 18, I went to make a leap of faith to a new college as a student athlete. I love RSOs and it's an opportunity for everyone. I love college and I want to show that activities aren't just for undergraduates, but are also a way for graduate students to get involved. I want to be a part of something bigger than myself and commit my time back to FSU. I am interested in joining Internal Affairs. I am a social person and I can bring my extraversion to the role. 
	Ashley Judson - Law Seat 3
I'm grateful to be here as a part of graduate school. I got my undergraduate degree at Georgia Southern and I was also a student athlete. This gave me insight on how so many cultures come together and work together. FSU gives a unique opportunity to have an influence. I want to be a person who can serve others and who others feel comfortable talk to about issues. I also want to be a part of COGS because we have a similar mindset of serving others. I am interested in Student Affairs. 
	Isabella Daniels - Social Work Seat 3
I am in the MA of Social Work as well as the MBA program on campus. I've been at FSU for 4-5 years for my undergraduate degree. I have worked for state for a couple years. I am here to use my degrees to do something because I have done a lot of work with fundraising and budgeting. I would like to be a part of Internal Affairs. I want to let graduate students have fun and make connections with alumni. 
	Jayda Craig - Jim Moran College of Entrepreneurship Seat 1
Masters student at the Jim Moran College of Entrepreneurship. I am a returning 'Nole and went here for my undergraduate degree. I have had a lot of experience in business planning within a variety of communities. In my Freshman year, I didn't know that I would be interested in Entrepreneurship, but I was able to connect with someone in the field who hosted competitions. I found my passion for entrepreneurship and being able to serve others through this work. My Senior year, I was a part of the SGA Senate and worked with others to help support their work on campus. I did various types of event planning across campus including guest speakers, fairs, etc. I'm happy to return after 4 years due to my love of FSU. I want to advocate for issues within the Jim Moran College such as parking and guest speakers that speak to those in fields such as textiles. I'm happy to work with you all and I hope you guys help me as well so we can make everything flourish. 
Questions: 
Balak - So this is for some of you, what committees do you want to be a part of? Baez - I don't have a specific preference, but I could work with Student Affairs or Student Advocacy. Craig - Interested in Student Affairs since I have worked with other organizations around campus. I am interested in getting students involved. 
Rowan - Are you all free Monday nights at 6:30pm. Yes. Are you financially certified? Not everyone is. 
Pros: Fermin - They all seem competent and passionate. They all seem to care which is an important part of being here. 
Hussain - I think they all have prior experiences and they seem interested in different aspects such as budget and involvement. 
Balogun - The fact that they are interested in joining the committees is great. 
Rowan - For the Law students, I gave a speech about COGS and we had 4 petitions in within the same day. These two petitioners are very driven and eager. 
Call to Question - Alleyne; 2nd - Aboulhosn 
Vote: Noah - 19-0-0
Eden - 19-0-0 
Judson - 19-0-0
Daniels - 19-0-0
Craig - 19-0-0
Balogun swears in the petitioners 
Special Introductions and Student Comments:  
Dr. Chu came in to say hello after the State of the Student Body Address. 
Dr. Chu - I wanted to come by and say thank you. We have a large population of graduate students here at FSU and we want to foster belonging, understanding, and success on campus. Our graduate students come from all over the world and what you do in COGS helps to set them up for success. Your work helps us better understand the needs of our graduate students better. It helps to provide a voice to let us know how we can help. I'm located in Westcott and we always have coffee every day and if you want to come by and get some, you are welcome to say hello. 
Messages from Student Government: President Jackson Boisvert - I'm just visiting for today, but I appreciate the work you do and I am interested in learning more about COGS. With the hurricane coming, make sure that you have the foundations of a plan. FSU does have a food pantry that gets swamped early. Please make sure to go there for resources. 
Report from the Office of Governmental Affairs: N/A 
Report of Officers:
· Report of the Speaker: I'm so happy we have 32 members of COGS! I was not able to attend the State of the Student Body Address. Mark your calendars COGS Retreat October 6th in Union Room 2213. New members come at 10am and returning members come at 11am. This is a great opportunity for new members to learn about how COGS runs and for the returning members, we will have sessions with campus partners such as LSC, MSC, GAU, and some other RSOs on campus. We will also work on priority setting for the next congress, so bring your ideas. We will provide breakfast and lunch since it will be a 4-5 hour retreat. If you can't make it, please let me know ASAP. We will talk more tonight about Civic Plus. Hopefully you all brought laptops. We are moving over to this platform this semester. You might have noticed that there is a hurricane heading this way. Make sure you are prepared. 
· Report of the Deputy Speaker for Finance: The rundown for the budget is attached. We are doing a good job of getting the conference grants out to the students. We are having a seminar about the conference grants tomorrow at 6:30pm, so please share that with those you know. 
· Report of the Deputy Speaker for Communications: We will be taking a group photo at the end of tonight's meeting. Reminder for new members to please send me phone numbers for the Groupme. With the declaration of candidacy, your political party is independent and you don't have to attend any of the information sessions. The deadline for this is Friday at 4pm. If you have questions about the seat to run for, let me know. Please email me through the dep speak communication email and not my personal email. From Rep. Stickland - GGVC, we have an event on Wednesday, October 23 from 3:00 PM - 6:00 PM on the Union Green. Thoughts on the new menu? Stokes - don't like the pinwheels, but I love the potato wedges. Balak - My college has a GPA requirement. Rowan - Please email elections and copy Rowan and Kyanna Austin to get that fixed. 
· Report of the Deputy Speaker for Judicial Affairs: Please remember to fill out the financial certification test. If you have any questions, please let me know. For the committee meetings, please don't just attend the general meetings, make sure you are attending your committee meetings as well. 
· Advisor Announcements: I want to introduce myself. I am Kyanna Austin, the advisor and I will pass out my business card to new members. 
Committee Introductions and Reports:
· Internal Affairs: Balak - We discussed the retreat and we encourage everyone to come in order to understand what we do here and our relationships with other orgs on campus. 
· Student Advocacy: Hussain - We met last week and we discussed having a survey for graduate students to address their concerns. There are some permissions needed for this. We also looked at having it as the question for the week. We are looking at different survey designs. The second topic was housing. We previously looked at putting together a list of housing around town and wanting to put together a full resource list with full details for incoming students. We have formed a task group for this. We have also talked about transportation and will be sending a member (Rep. Nord) to transportation meetings.
· Student Affairs: Alleyne - We talked about events for this semester. We will be hosting International Coffee Hour on October 4th. We also talked about putting together an end of the semester event and are still in the works for that. We have also talked about parking on campus. 
Funding Requests: 
	Bill #48: Civil and Environmental Engineering Graduate Student Association
Alam - We are the most prominent organization within the College of Engineering. We work with alumni and current students to put together activities. For this bill, we are trying to organize a bowling event and are also requesting food. 
Q&A - Ebuara - Is your organization a RSO? Do you have any budget from COGS for this fiscal year? They are not currently a budgeted organization. 
Pros: N/A
Call to Question: Alleyne; 2nd - Hussain 
Closing comments - We are the only organization for graduate students in the College of Engineering and we want to encourage involvement. 
Vote: 21-0-3
Unfinished Business: N/A   
New Business: 
	Civic Plus Training - Rowan goes over how to log in to Civic Plus and then the features of how to do attendance. 
Round Table: 
Adjournment: 8:21pm 
Next Meeting: October 7, 2024 at 6:30pm Union Room 2213  
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More Detail

$97.45 Each pack contains 100 count (Offcial publix price)

$39.70 Each pack contains 48 spoons count (Ofcial publix prico)

$14.18 Each pack contain 200 count (Offcial publix price)

[Details attached through mail ]
$4,550.61 Invoice with details attached through mail
$0.57 one pack contains 45 count of bags (Official publix price)
$14.99 Contains of two rolls (Amazon)
$13.29 One pack of mixed candy bars for appreciation (Official publix price)
$396.80 Rough estimation per person 0.7 gallon (Official publix price)
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Persis Indian Grill Invoice

Our passion in this can be experienced through our food

Date: September 24, 2024
Invoice # INV-NOVO1-25

Ferstsemrvan T

Payment Due at delivery:

Bill To: ‘ ‘ INSAT FSU Diwali Event Quotation for 400 Head Count

FSU - Contqact POC is Sujan Narayana Swamy Diwlai Event in FSU

Food will be picked up by the POC

Contact from Persis is - Sherif - 850-877-8899

Description Line Total

Diwali Event - 400 Head Count

Chicken Tikka Masala - Medium Spicy, 6 Full Deep Tray, @ 159.99 each 959.94
Gobi Manchurian - Medium Spicy, 13 Full Deep Trays, @ 119.99 each 1,559.87
Paneer Tikka Masala - Medium Spicy .7 Full Deep Tray, @149.99 each 1,049.93
Persis Vegetable Peas Pulao - Medium Spicy..13 Full Deep Tray, @79.99 each 1,039.87
Jelabi - 800 Pieces 800.00

Special Notes and Instructions ‘ Subtotal $ 5,409.61

Sales Tax Rate
Sales Tax $ -
S&H

Check in the name of Persis Indian Grill Discount $ 850.00
Total $ 4,559.61

Make Checks/Credit card payable by Delivery Date to Persis Indian Grill
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