
 

 

Dear Colleagues: 

Please take note of this important information. Individuals in leadership roles should 
share this with all instructors in their academic unit.  

House Bill 233 Intellectual and Viewpoint Diversity Act was recently signed into law 
by Governor DeSantis and will take effect on July 1, 2021. Because this law will take 
effect during the Summer A and C sessions, I am providing students and instructors 
initial guidance regarding practical applications of a portion of the law (recording 
lectures) until guidance is issued by State entities. Please note that the new 
legislation affects courses offered at all campuses and instructional sites and in all 
modalities (e.g., face-to-face, online, hybrid). This statement will be updated as 
appropriate and will be referenced in the annual Important Policies Memo.  

The following statements provide guidance to students and instructors and may be 
used in course syllabi and syllabus updates:  

o Students may record class lectures delivered by the instructor that cover 
academic content. No recordings of other students, class participation, or 
discussion will be permitted.  

o Students do not need advance permission, or to provide notice, to record 
instructor-delivered academic content, including formal class lectures. 
Though they may record such content, students must monitor their 
recording so that it does not include participation by other students. The 
recordings may not be published, which includes sharing, texting and 
posting of any recordings of other students, without the specific 
permission of the student.  

o Students may not publish (which includes all forms of posting or sharing) 
the recordings except as provided by the statute. The statute limits use of 
the recordings to private, personal use with limited exceptions unless 
there is specific permission of the instructor. In the event permission of the 
instructor is requested to publish (post or share) the recording outside the 
strict limits of use allowed by the statute, the student’s request and the 
instructor’s consent must be in writing.  

o The recordings may be shared by the student, without prior permission of 
the instructor, in connection with a complaint brought against the 
University or in connection with civil or criminal court proceedings. 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com_-3Furl-3Dhttps-253A-252F-252Fwww.flsenate.gov-252FSession-252FBill-252F2021-252F233-252F-253FTab-253DBillText-26data-3D04-257C01-257Cdmichael-2540USF.EDU-257Ccfc93d83c5a442b0163008d9374e7394-257C741bf7dee2e546df8d6782607df9deaa-257C0-257C0-257C637601632356298377-257CUnknown-257CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0-253D-257C1000-26sdata-3DrrOC-252BUsVcPrx71rtB-252BBhxZpTEmahwF9VoLEPW-252BzGjd0-253D-26reserved-3D0&d=DwMF-g&c=sJ6xIWYx-zLMB3EPkvcnVg&r=4B1vBt22sZv2A_Ugfygj_Q&m=7xva4rx8BgNu9EhrcTRHSNpN7SnH3dnd3iovqn-qOyY&s=A4e69U-687QHByEAZNR2FrSp8kcwZ4jVm5zIsPEgmaQ&e=


o Students with disabilities will continue to have appropriate 
accommodations for class recordings as established by the Office of 
Accessibility Services.   

o Students and instructors are responsible for compliance with the statute. 
Misuse of the recordings may result in referrals for potential charges under 
the Student Conduct Code, in addition to other civil court remedies 
described in the statute. For more detailed information, see:  

 House Bill 233 (2021): Postsecondary Education  
 FSU Student Conduct Code 

Thank you for continuing to create classroom environments in which a broad range of 
ideas may be exchanged and diverse viewpoints examined. Please contact me, or a 
member of my staff, if you have questions.  

Sincerely, 

 

Dr. Janet Kistner 
Vice President for Faculty Development and Advancement 

https://dsst.fsu.edu/oas
https://dsst.fsu.edu/oas
https://sccs.fsu.edu/conduct-codes/student-conduct-codes
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com_-3Furl-3Dhttps-253A-252F-252Fwww.flsenate.gov-252FSession-252FBill-252F2021-252F233-252FBillText-252Fer-252FPDF-26data-3D04-257C01-257Cdmichael-2540USF.EDU-257Ccfc93d83c5a442b0163008d9374e7394-257C741bf7dee2e546df8d6782607df9deaa-257C0-257C0-257C637601632356308365-257CUnknown-257CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0-253D-257C1000-26sdata-3Df51PTK-252FU-252BD9Nxa2aITj0HPBlFMfzLh0yPGnNEUrA-252Bt8-253D-26reserved-3D0&d=DwMF-g&c=sJ6xIWYx-zLMB3EPkvcnVg&r=4B1vBt22sZv2A_Ugfygj_Q&m=7xva4rx8BgNu9EhrcTRHSNpN7SnH3dnd3iovqn-qOyY&s=SpV1GpwHFVi3xhmJdh9-lvDq1r-2mebwavMRL7eeDkg&e=
https://sccs.fsu.edu/conduct-codes/student-conduct-codes

